Contents

1.0 Introduction and Project DESCIPLION...........cccieiieieie ittt sbe e e e sreenae e 1
1.1 BACKGIOUNG ...ttt n e 1
O S (] o1 7T I [ o SRS 1
1.3 Purpose of and Need for Proposed ACLION ..........ccoorveiiiiiiiiiiie e 2
1.4 DeCiSiONS 10 BE IMAUE .......coiuiiiiieiieeeie bbbt 3
1.5 Issues Identified and Selected fOr ANAIYSIS.........ccooriiiiiiiiii i 4
1.6 National Wildlife Refuge System and AUthOFItIeS.........ccccveiieiiii i 7
2.0 DeSCription OF AIEINEALIVES .........ooiiiitiiee ettt 9
P2 R 101 (0o 1 oo TSR R PP 9
2.2 Alternative A — No Change to the Administrative Boundary of the Refuge and
Direct Sale of Transportation Corridor (No Action Alternative) ...........cccccevvveveieciie e 10
2.3 Alternative B — Expand the Administrative Boundary of the Refuge and Complete
a Land Exchange for Holdings at the Refuge (Proposed Action)..........cccccevevveveiecciecnenne, 10
2.4  Alternative C — No Change to the Administrative Boundary of the Refuge and
Complete a Land Exchange for Holdings at Other Refuges in Colorado ..............cccovevenen. 15
2.5 Alternative D - Expand the Administrative Boundary of the Refuge and Complete a
Land Exchange for Holdings at Other Refuges in Colorado...........cccccevveviiiivicicieccce 17
2.6  Alternatives Considered but Eliminated from Further Analysis..........cccoceovinininincniennn. 17
3.0 AFFECTEd ENVIFONIMENT......c.oiiiiiieiiie ettt sttt e e e s e e neebesteseeneeeenes 20
3.1 PhysSical ENVIFONMENT .......ooiiiiiiiieieieeie e 20
3.2 Biological ENVIFONMENT .........c.ciiiiieiiiicic sttt sttt te s s beere et sreens 25
3.3 CUIUIAL RESOUICTES ...cvviiiieecie ettt ettt ettt et et sre e e e e e te e be e sbe e sbeesaeesabesnbeenbeenbeebeesreens 37
3.4 SOCI0ECONOMIC ENVIFONMENT .....iviiiieieiieieiee ettt 42
4.0 ENVIronmMental CONSEQUEINCES ......cveviiieiirieiiesiesteestestesteestesseaseessesseessestesssessesseessessessesssesseessessessenns 48
4.1 Effects on the Physical ENVIFONMENT .........ccoooviiiiiiiciece et s 48
4.2  Effects on the Biological ENVIFONMENT ...........ccooiiiiiiiiiieiieses e 50
4.3 Effects 0N CUItUrAl RESOUICES.......cc.eiieieieiieiieesiesie sttt seenre e 60
4.4  Effects on the SOCI0eCONOMIC ENVIFONMENT.........cccivviieieieciese e e 60
4.5 Unavoidable AdVerse IMPACLS .........ccccveiiiiiiie st 63
4.6 Irreversible and Irretrievable Commitments 0f RESOUICES........c.coviiervieeieireeee e 64
4.7 CUMUIALIVE TMPACTS ..evieieciicie ettt r e te e e s reereebesreene e e e 65
5.0 Coordination and EnNVironmMental REVIEW............cccveiriiiieii e 71
TS A AN 1= [0y VA O Lo o [T g T L o] o OSSO 71
5.2 Contaminants and Hazardous MaterialS............ccooviierriiee i 71
5.3 National Environmental POIICY ACL........c.coi i 71
5.4 LiSt Of Preparers and REVIEWELS .........ccooiiiiiiirieieieieee ettt 72

Page i



Appendices

Appendix A Rocky Flats Act

Appendix B Rocky Flats National Wildlife Refuge Species List

Appendix C  Phase 1 Environmental Assessment of Section 16

Appendix D Process for Evaluation of Competing Applications

Appendix E  City of Golden Proposal

Appendis F Jefferson Parkway Public Highway Authority Proposal

Appendix G~ FWS Letter to CDPHE & EPA and EPA/CDPHE Response
Appendix H  Scoping Letters from Government Agencies

Appendix | Rocky Flats NWR Land Protection Plan for Section 16 Acquisition
Bibliography

Page ii



	ROCKY FLATS NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE - DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT AND LAND PROTECTION PLAN
	Table of Contents




